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Dear Fran: 


It is the mission of the School of Public Health, University of South 
Carolina, to enhance the health of human populations through education, research 
and service. The School's focus is primarily on the needs of South Carolina, 
although it's scope encompasses regional, national, and international issues and 
concerns as veil. 


Tobacco use is a major, yet the single most preventable, cause of disease 
and mortality in the United States. Faculty members in occupational health, 
health administration, epidemiology and health promotion and education are using 
their expertise in Conjunction with the South Carolina Department of Health and 
Environmental Control (DHEC) and the South Carolina Division of the American 
Cancer Society to formulate educational and prevention activities. We expect 
these efforts to continue and expand as South Carolina moves forward under the 
leadership of DHEC and the ACS to mitigate the use as veil as the impacts of 
tobacco. 

The Sch.ool of Public Health fully supports the ASSIST project. . The 
formation of* a smoking and tobacco control coalition In South Carolina wilV plAy 
a critical role in the success of tobacco control efforts. Hopefully,* the 
coalition's efforts will reverse the current influences of tobacco interests in 
deciding public policy, thereby creating an environment which is more supportive 
for tobacco control. 
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sincerely, 

Lnona B. Vernberg 
Dean 
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